
All Saints 

By Glenn CJ Byer, MA SLD 
 
Summary:  The Gospel reading today is the rock upon which today's 
celebration is built. Jesus names those who are to be blessed in the 
kingdom, and so they are. The saints have responded to this call and, 
as the first reading reminds us, dwell in an immense multitude - 
beyond counting - who dwell with God. What that means, to dwell 
with God, is something of a mystery, but the image of seeing God is 
central, as the second reading tells. The beatific vision is what we call 
it in theology, but what is fascinating about John's use of the image is 
that in seeing God, like Moses of old, we shall be changed. No one 
can see God and not be changed. What that change will be is less 
important than the vision that brings it about. For in seeing God we 
become like God; our hope is that we, like the saints, will live forever 
in God.  
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First Reading Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14         
  
I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from 
every nation, race, people and tongue. 
 
A reading from the Book of Revelation 
 
I, John, saw another angel come up from the East, 
   holding the seal of the living God. 
He cried out in a loud voice to the four angels 
   who were given power to damage the land and the sea, 
   "Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees 
   until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." 
I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal, 
   one hundred and forty-four thousand marked 
   from every tribe of the children of Israel. 
 
After this I had a vision of a great multitude, 
   which no one could count, 
   from every nation, race, people, and tongue. 
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They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, 
   wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. 
They cried out in a loud voice: 
   "Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, 
   and from the Lamb." 
 
All the angels stood around the throne 
   and around the elders and the four living creatures. 
They prostrated themselves before the throne, 
   worshiped God, and exclaimed: 
   "Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, 
      honor, power, and might 
      be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 
 
Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me, 
   "Who are these wearing white robes, and where did they come 
from?" 
I said to him, "My lord, you are the one who knows." 
He said to me, 
   "These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; 
   they have washed their robes 
   and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb."  
The word of the Lord.  
  

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 
 
By Fr. Damien Dougherty, O.F.M. 
 
Commentary:  This passage is within the first antithesis - a literary 
process characteristic of the Apocalypse - in which "salvation" is 
announced through the preservation of the "servants of God" from the 
scourges symbolized by the seven seals, and this is a salvation that 
is seen to concretize itself in the restoration of Israel within the New 
Covenant sanctified with the blood of the Lamb. 
 
At first sight it might seem that the multitude of the elect sealed (cf. 
Ezek. 9,4), may be formed solely of the Israelites, but the vision that 
follows specifies that the crowd of those preserved is incalculable and 
universal in composition: the Church, "the assembly of the saved" is 
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the "Israel of God" (Gal. 6,16), "descendants of Abraham" (Gal. 3,29). 
The community of the redeemed constitutes, besides, that which is 
called by the prophets, "the remnant of Israel" (cf. Isaiah 7,3; Ezek. 
11,13), that has been purified by the Messiah and enriched by the 
"inheritance of the Gentiles." 
 
The conclusion, perhaps, is an allusion to the general persecution 
unleashed by Domitian and to be referred to the "great tribulation" 
that will precede the final judgment (cf. Dan. 12,1). This is a 
prediction that Jesus repeated, with the same words, in the 
eschatological discourses (cf. Matt. 24,21; Mark 13,19). But such a 
"tribulation" embraces, within a prophetic-eschatological perspective, 
all the struggles and the persecutions that will afflict the Church in 
every time and has the aim of challenging the disciples to persevere 
within their fidelity to Christ "till death."  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6           
 

(cf. 6) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 
 
 
The LORD's are the earth and its fullness; 
   the world and those who dwell in it. 
For he founded it upon the seas 
   and established it upon the rivers. 
 

Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 
 
 
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? 
   or who may stand in his holy place? 
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, 
   who desires not what is vain. 
 

Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 
 



 
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, 
   a reward from God his savior. 
Such is the race that seeks him, 
   that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. 
 

Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

  

Psalm 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 
 
By Tom Conry 
 
Commentary:  The antecedents of Psalm 24 lie in Egyptian ritual, 
especially in the Book of the Dead, in which various questions must 
be answered before the akh of the dead individual can enter through 
the gates into the new life. Its call-and-response structure indicates 
that it is a liturgical text, probably for pilgrims. 
The psalm begins with a declaration of why justice is the nature of the 
universe; because the earth and everything on it and within it belongs 
to YHWH, who founded it. Thus we have the familiar pattern in the 
psalms of linking creation with a communal ethic. The difficulty is that 
these themes as used by the royal court have the effect of regularly 
conflating the king with YHWH. This is neither innocent nor 
unintentional, and it is absolutely inescapable. 
As Walter Brueggemann writes: 
The problem is that regularly (I believe inevitably), creation theology 
is allied with the king, with the royal liturgy, and therefore with 
reasons of state. The outcome is to coalesce the royal ordering of 
economic distribution and political power with the goodness and 
reliability of God's intended order, thereby absolutizing the present 
order as the very structure God has decreed in and for creation 
(Brueggemann 1988:101). 
In other words, there are ritual and political consequences to the 
misappropriation of biblical "praise language." In Israel's history, 
especially during the Second Temple period, the praise of YHWH 
was too often separated from the old stories of YHWH's 
commandment to pursue justice. No doubt this made the ritual "flow" 
better - none of those awkward stories of those who are not so well 
off - but such practices had the effect of muting the traditional 
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Deuteronomic commitment to an egalitarian ethic, and served to 
legitimize the power of the king and the royal hangers-on. That is 
why, then as now, the language of praise is so corrosive to the liturgy 
when it is divorced from the memory of YHWH's saving deeds on 
behalf of the poor. As Goethe observed, "Those who cannot love 
must practice flattery."  
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Second Reading  1 John 3:1-3           
 
We shall see God as he is. 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 
 
Beloved: 
   See what love the Father has bestowed on us 
   that we may be called the children of God. 
Yet so we are. 
The reason the world does not know us 
   is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God's children now; 
   what we shall be has not yet been revealed. 
We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, 
   for we shall see him as he is. 
Everyone who has this hope based on him makes himself pure, 
   as he is pure.  
The word of the Lord.  
  

1 John 3:1-3 
 
By John Paul Heil 
 
Commentary:  Main Theme: We who are already GOD'S CHILDREN 
hope to see and be like God.  
On this solemnity of All Saints this reading makes us realize that 
there is a sense in which all of us as Christians are "saints," that is 
"holy ones" who have been set apart from the world as God's very 
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own children. We are invited to contemplate the profound love that 
God the Father has bestowed upon us that we may already be called 
the children of God--those who already live divine or eternal life as 
members of God's family. The reason the world does not recognize 
Christians as God's children is that it did not recognize and know God 
as revealed to them in the person of Jesus Christ.  
That we are already God's children now imparts to us an ardent hope 
for an even greater future status when our lives here on earth are 
completed. We look forward to being like God and to seeing God as 
he is in all of his glory in heaven. But "this hope" based on God 
carries with it an obligation. We are to make ourselves "pure," that is, 
we are to live morally undefiled and upright lives, keeping ourselves 
pure from the evil defilement of the world. We are to be pure as God 
himself is pure.  
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:28           
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia.  
  

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12a           
 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
   and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.  
He began to teach them, saying: 
   "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
   Blessed are they who mourn, 



      for they will be comforted. 
   Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the land. 
   Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be satisfied. 
   Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
   Blessed are the clean of heart, 
      for they will see God. 
   Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called children of God. 
   Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
   Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
      and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. 
   Rejoice and be glad, 
      for your reward will be great in heaven."  
The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Matthew 5:1-12a 
 
By Deacon Owen Cummings 
 
Commentary:  The Beatitudes from the Lord's Sermon on the Mount 
form our Gospel reading for the solemnity of All Saints. Each 
beatitude reflects the present order in the first part, even as it looks to 
the final consummation in the second. Earth and heaven are brought 
into conjunction. This is really what Jesus is: earth and heaven in one 
Person. In reality the Beatitudes describe the person of Jesus 
himself. The Anglican New Testament scholar, R. H. Fuller, puts it 
nicely when he says, "He was all the things and did all the things the 
beatitudes enumerate." He is the one who is really poor in spirit. The 
reign of God is his. In fact, as Origen of Alexandria put it, he is the 
reign of God in person, he is autobasileia. He is lowly, he hungers 
and thirsts for holiness, he shows mercy. Jesus is single-hearted, 
focused on his Father, is the peacemaker par excellence, and, above 
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all else, is the one who is persecuted for holiness' sake. 
All saints are saints in Christ. Without him there is no existence, nor 
holiness. In the Litany of Saints we formally note those women and 
men whose lives and witness exemplify the Beatitudes of the Blessed 
One in whom they have flourished, and in whom we too are called to 
flourish.  
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