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33 OT Year A  

 

Commentary: By Glenn CJ Byer, MA SLD: Over the centuries since the first Pentecost, 

Christians have often felt that the end of the world was at hand. Whether it was the prediction of 

some false prophet, the plague or some other calamity, it always seems as if the time in which 

people are actually living shows the signs of the end of the world. But to be too concerned about 

figuring out the signs is to miss the point of the readings today, especially the Gospel. Jesus 

makes it clear that no matter what trials come, no matter what is happening in the world, there is 

no need to be any more prepared than we always are. We are to live in such a way that when we 

are called to account, we can get out of the way and let the Holy Spirit inspire our words and our 

deeds. For literally at the end of The Day, this is what fear of the Lord as we see it in the first 

reading is all about. There is no other way to salvation except to be open to the healing work of 

the Holy Spirit. And so as we turn next week to celebrate Christ as our King, and as we turn to 

celebrate the Advent and Christmas cycle of feasts, it is good to remind ourselves of what 

openness to the Holy Spirit can mean for our lives and for our destiny. It is no less than accepting 

and helping to build the kingdom of God.  
© 2004, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

First Reading Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31           

She works with loving hands. 

A reading from the Book of Proverbs 

   When one finds a worthy wife, 

      her value is far beyond pearls. 

   Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, 

      has an unfailing prize. 

   She brings him good, and not evil, 

      all the days of her life. 

   She obtains wool and flax 

      and works with loving hands. 

   She puts her hands to the distaff, 

      and her fingers ply the spindle. 

   She reaches out her hands to the poor, 

      and extends her arms to the needy. 

   Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; 

      the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

   Give her a reward for her labors, 

      and let her works praise her at the city gates.  

The word of the Lord.  

 

Commentary: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 By John Paul Heil: Main Theme: We praise the 

women who are worthy and faithful wives.  

From the biblical wisdom tradition this reading from the Book of Proverbs presents us with a 

model for all women who are or aspire to be wives to emulate. This model of the ideal wife 

embraces her relation with her husband, with those who are needy, and with God. First of all, the 

ideal wife is to be a totally faithful, life-long companion to her husband so that he can entrust his 
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heart to her. She plays her role in promoting and supplying whatever is needed for the good of 

the marriage by working "with loving hands." In other words, whatever she does for her husband 

should be done out of her faithful love for him.  

But a truly ideal wife is concerned not only with her own husband, home, and family but 

"reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy." While one may desire a 

wife with "charm" and "beauty," such attributes can be deceptive and fleeting. More important 

for a good marriage is a "woman who fears the Lord." Such wives who faithfully love their 

husbands, compassionately help the poor, and reverently respect God deserve the reward of their 

labors and the praise of others. We praise all the women who are worthy wives and pray that we 

may imitate them.  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

  

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5  

(cf. 1a) Blessed are those who fear the Lord. 

 

 

Blessed are you who fear the LORD, 

   who walk in his ways! 

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; 

   blessed shall you be, and favored. 

 

 

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 

   in the recesses of your home; 

your children like olive plants 

   around your table.  

 

Behold, thus is the man blessed 

   who fears the LORD. 

The LORD bless you from Zion: 

   may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 

   all the days of your life. 

 

 

Commentary: Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 By Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: This psalm is what is called 

a "song of ascent" (see Pss120-134). It is a blessing that a priest would give a pilgrim who made 

the journey to Jerusalem and the temple for one of the high holy days. The psalm stresses that the 

key to happiness and blessedness is fear of the Lord put into practice by walking in the Lord's 

ways (Ps 128:1). This blessing from the Lord serves to enhance life and bring it to fulfillment (Ps 

128:2). It is what allows manual labor to be brought to a fitting conclusion which in turn 

provides much satisfaction to the one doing the work. 

Fear of the Lord also brings with it the blessing of a fruitful family (Ps 128:3-4). The importance 

of family in the Ancient Near East cannot be overstated. Men and women were given in marriage 

but only the blessing of God made that union fruitful. For those who fear the Lord, whatever 

makes life good is understood to be the effect of God's blessing. God blessed Zion and God also 

issues blessing from Zion. Thus the people's life of blessing is connected with Zion and 
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Jerusalem (Ps 128:5). 

In the liturgy this psalm holds illustrates the meaning of the first reading which is an ode to a 

capable wife (Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31) and the parable of the talents (Mt 25:14-30). Both 

readings emphasize the basic virtue of being responsible in living out blessings received from 

God. There is a strong connection between the way life is lived and the way it is enhanced.  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6  

the day of the Lord not overtake you like a thief. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 

Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, 

   you have no need for anything to be written to you.  

For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 

   like a thief at night. 

When people are saying, "Peace and security," 

   then sudden disaster comes upon them, 

   like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, 

   and they will not escape. 

 

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, 

   for that day to overtake you like a thief.  

For all of you are children of the light 

   and children of the day. 

We are not of the night or of darkness.  

Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, 

   but let us stay alert and sober.  

The word of the Lord.  

  

Commentary: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 By Virginia Smith: A great many people could benefit 

hugely from reading this passage slowly and carefully several times, thereby eliminating much of 

the guesswork regarding Jesus’ second coming. Most of us recall the dire predictions made about 

the arrival of the year 2000. Similar prognostications seem to surface whenever the world is in 

dire straits, i.e., World War II, the Cold War, etc. Still, it is fruitless to conjecture. The Day of the 

Lord is a term borrowed from the First Testament, but in Pauline writings its significance is 

transferred to the parousia.  

 

Considering that First Thessalonians is the earliest document in the Christian canon to survive, 

the import of its theological outlook carries great weight. The message in today’s reading reflects 

Jesus’ own preaching (See Mt 24:36-44). That Jesus will come again is a certainty. We affirm it 

at each eucharistic liturgy. Exactly when and how that will occur is not ours to know, but it’s a 

safe bet that it will exceed all our expectations. 

 

Paul does not utilize the day/night, light/dark figure of speech to the extent that John does, but 

both writers mean much the same thing by it. Day and light can indicate virtue or enlightenment. 

Night or darkness would naturally, then, be just the opposite, denoting evil or refusal to see.  
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Paul stresses this message because at the time the letter was written, 50-51 CE, the generation 

alive during Jesus’ day was beginning to die. Assurances were needed that it mattered little 

whether we were in this world or the next when Jesus came again.  
© 2008, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 15:4a, 5b          Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord. 

Whoever remains in me bears much fruit. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 25:14-30           

Since you were faithful in small matters, come, share your master's joy. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

   "A man going on a journey 

   called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 

To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one— 

   to each according to his ability.  

Then he went away. 

Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, 

   and made another five. 

Likewise, the one who received two made another two.  

But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 

   and buried his master's money. 

 

"After a long time 

   the master of those servants came back 

   and settled accounts with them. 

The one who had received five talents came forward 

   bringing the additional five.  

He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.  

See, I have made five more.' 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  

Since you were faithful in small matters, 

   I will give you great responsibilities.  

Come, share your master's joy.' 

Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 

   'Master, you gave me two talents.  

See, I have made two more.' 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.  

Since you were faithful in small matters, 

   I will give you great responsibilities. 

Come, share your master's joy.' 

Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,  

   'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, 
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   harvesting where you did not plant 

   and gathering where you did not scatter; 

   so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.  

Here it is back.' 

His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 

So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant 

   and gather where I did not scatter?  

Should you not then have put my money in the bank 

   so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?  

Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.  

For to everyone who has, 

   more will be given and he will grow rich; 

   but from the one who has not, 

   even what he has will be taken away. 

And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, 

   where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'"  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Commnetary: Matthew 25:14-15, 19-21 By Deacon Owen Cummings: It is likely that St. 

Matthew wrote his gospel in the mid 80s of the first century. One of the most pressing pastoral 

problems that faced these earliest Christian communities had to do with the date and time of the 

Parousia. When would the Son of Man return? When would Jesus come back? In part, our 

parable today of the silver pieces speaks to this predicament. The master in the parable is Jesus, 

and he has given his servants gifts, silver pieces, but gifts that he expects them to use responsibly 

and profitably until he returns. We are told that the master returned "after a long absence," a 

phrase that would have resonated with Matthew's fellow Christians. They are actually 

experiencing this prolonged absence. When will it all come to an end? Matthew's Jesus, 

eschewing any form of speculation here about the time of the end, insists on the absolute need 

here and now to be pragmatic, to do all one can with the particular gifts one has been given, so as 

to be ready for the master's return. The first two servants do well in this regard, and use their 

silver pieces to turn a profit. The third servant does nothing but dig a hole in the ground for his 

gift. He has shown no initiative as he waited for his master's return, and has abdicated any real 

responsibility. He has shown disrespect for the giver of the gift. As we wait for the Lord Jesus, 

we are meant to do all we can with what we've got, and everyone has something. No one is 

without gifts. As we wait for Jesus, we act responsibly and pray, Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus!  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 
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