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32 OT Year A Reading and Commentary 

 

By Glenn CJ Byer, MA SLD: With the 32nd Sunday our sights turn for home: for the end of the 

liturgical year and more importantly for the end of the world. The Gospel brings the kingdom of 

heaven into our sights, and speaks of it in terms of the wise and foolish virgins who are the 

attendants at a wedding. The second reading is the basis for the rapture. Predictions about when 

this was supposed to happen – twice in 2011 alone, once again in 2012, the list is almost as long 

as the number of months since the Resurrection. Wisdom, evidently, that longed for virtue 

spoken of in the first reading is not so easily gained. Wisdom, described as a woman, comes only 

to those worthy of her (verse 16), but the earlier verses explain who is worthy: those who seek 

true wisdom, who thirst for God, as the Psalm reminds us; all those who love and wait for 

wisdom will not be disappointed. Adventist Christians learned this lesson the hard way. Every 

year on October 22 they celebrate the “Great Disappointment,” the day when Christ was to return 

in 1844. They gained wisdom through this, not to be obsessed with equations and predictions. 

They are for the foolish. And speaking of the foolish, what about those foolish virgins in the 

Gospel? The lesson there is that wisdom is not something that can be borrowed; it is something 

that comes to us over time, something that we need to long for with all of our being. Then when 

the end comes – either the end of the world or our personal end, we will have the wisdom to see 

it for what it is: our homecoming.  
© 2011, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

First Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16           

Wisdom is found by those who seek her. 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom 

   Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, 

      and she is readily perceived by those who love her, 

      and found by those who seek her. 

   She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their desire; 

      whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed, 

      for he shall find her sitting by his gate. 

   For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, 

      and whoever for her sake keeps vigil 

      shall quickly be free from care; 

   because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her, 

      and graciously appears to them in the ways, 

      and meets them with all solicitude.  

The word of the Lord.  

  

Commentary: Wisdom 6:12-16 By Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: Chapter 6 of Wisdom exhorts 

kings, judges, and all rulers to submit to God by following Wisdom (Wis 6:1-11). A description 

of Wisdom follows (Wis 6:12-16). It is somewhat similar to the call of Wisdom found in 

Proverbs 1:20-33. Here, however, the sharp assertiveness of Proverb's Wisdom has been recast 

into an attractive and alluring woman. Wisdom is of course a manifestation of God. The 

feminine imagery used here is very important because it carries with it nuances that male 

imagery could not communicate. 
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Wisdom attracts through her depth of beauty. Such beauty is easily discerned by those who love 

it and are willing to seek it out (Wis 6:12). The beauty and depth of Wisdom is not something 

that she hides or hesitates to manifest itself to those honestly seeking her (Wis 6:13). In fact she 

can be found sitting at the gate which is the busiest location of every town and village (Wis 

6:14). To encounter Wisdom is to encounter perfect understanding, and perfect understanding 

leads to freedom from care, which for humans is the ultimate freedom (Wis 12:15). 

 

The remarkable thing about Wisdom is that while humans strive to seek after her, she in fact 

finds them by making herself so available (Wis 12:16). In other words, if you seek her you will 

find her. Part of the richness of this feminine imagery is that it does not seek to appeal merely to 

the head as does much masculine imagery for God. It flows from the heart and leads back to the 

heart. The heart is where beauty, love and understanding all come together. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8           

(2b) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

 

O God, you are my God whom I seek; 

   for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 

   like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 

 

 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 

   to see your power and your glory, 

for your kindness is a greater good than life; 

   my lips shall glorify you. 

 

Thus will I bless you while I live; 

   lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 

As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 

   and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 

 

 

I will remember you upon my couch, 

   and through the night-watches I will meditate on you: 

you are my help, 

   and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 

 

Commentary: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 By John Paul Heil: Main Theme: We search for God as 

the only one who can satisfy our deepest desires.  

The psalmist invites us to share his boldly confident faith and hope in God as the only one who 

can abundantly and totally satisfy the deepest longings of our souls. Poignantly and poetically 

the psalmist compares the "pining" of our flesh and the "thirsting" of our souls for God to "the 

earth, parched, lifeless and without water." As God supplies the water that brings the parched 

earth to life, so God satisfies our deepest desires for a heavenly life.  

Like the psalmist we are to realize that God's kindness in satisfying our deepest desires "is a 
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greater good than life," because only God and nothing in this life can fully satisfy us. We glorify, 

bless, and praise God while we are still living on earth, confident that God will abundantly 

satisfy the deepest desire of our soul for a heavenly, eternal life "as with the riches of a banquet."  

So much do we long for and confidently look forward to the complete satisfaction that only God 

can provide for us that we remember and meditate on God even at night when we are in bed. The 

psalmist thus invites us to share his faith in God as our help in whatever may befall us, so that in 

the protective "shadow" of God's all-embracing "wings" we may exultantly "shout for joy." © 2005, 

OCP. All rights reserved. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18           

God, through Jesus, will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, 

   about those who have fallen asleep, 

   so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.  

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, 

   so too will God, through Jesus, 

   bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  

Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, 

   that we who are alive, 

   who are left until the coming of the Lord, 

   will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

For the Lord himself, with a word of command, 

   with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, 

   will come down from heaven, 

   and the dead in Christ will rise first.  

Then we who are alive, who are left, 

   will be caught up together with them in the clouds 

   to meet the Lord in the air.  

Thus we shall always be with the Lord.  

Therefore, console one another with these words.  

The word of the Lord.  

  

Commentary: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 By Deacon Owen Cummings: This letter to the Church 

in Thessalonica is in all probability the earliest Christian document that exists, perhaps written in 

the year 50. One of the key issues for the Thessalonians with which Paul engages is the fate of 

those who have died: If they are not on earth for the Lord's glorious Parousia, his return and 

manifestation as saving Lord, will they lose out? Paul's letter offers hope. The center of that hope 

rests in the conviction that there is no Jesus Christ without us, the Church, the Body of the 

Christ. Fundamentally, then, where he is we are. If the Head of the Body has already been raised, 

it is but a matter of time before the rest of his Body is raised too: "God will bring forth with him 

those who have fallen asleep." There is no need for concern about those who have preceded us in 

death. They are in the process of being raised with their Head. Paul then provides a sort of 

imaginative "picture" of the Parousia and the resurrection: the Lord will come down, the dead 

will be raised first, and the living will be caught up with them in heaven to meet the Lord 

("clouds" is a biblical synonym for "heaven"). But, of course, we already meet this heavenly 
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Lord in the Eucharist. The Eucharist both incarnates our final hope and anticipates the fulfillment 

of this hope at the Parousia.© 2003, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42a, 44   Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Stay awake and be ready! 

For you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

       

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 

Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him! 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

   "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 

   who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  

Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  

The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, 

   brought no oil with them, 

   but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.  

Since the bridegroom was long delayed, 

   they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

At midnight, there was a cry, 

   'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 

Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.  

The foolish ones said to the wise, 

   'Give us some of your oil, 

   for our lamps are going out.' 

But the wise ones replied, 

   'No, for there may not be enough for us and you. 

Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.' 

While they went off to buy it, 

   the bridegroom came 

   and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him.  

Then the door was locked. 

Afterwards the other virgins came and said, 

   'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!' 

But he said in reply, 

   'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.' 

Therefore, stay awake, 

   for you know neither the day nor the hour."  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Commentary: Matthew 25:1-13 By Virginia Smith: Customs foreign to our own era and 

culture are often bewildering but are very familiar to those who see them lived out regularly. 

Parables are supposed to be taken from common, everyday events, so Jesus knew his audience 

would 'get it' when he told this story. Marriages in his Mediterranean world were frequently 

arranged by fathers when the bride and groom were mere children. At some point years later, the 

groom would claim his bride. The young women (not bridesmaids in the modern sense, but 

probably relatives of the groom) were waiting for him to return with his new wife so that the 

celebration could commence. That's about as much as we need to know about Near Eastern 

weddings for now. 

 

The story is allegorical. It is his own comings that Jesus speaks of here. The noun is plural for 

Jesus came historically in Bethlehem and will come again at the end of human history. But our 

own greatest concern is that moment when Jesus comes to take us home when we die. Will we 

be found ready, or will we have dropped off to sleep at some point? Will our light shine brightly, 

or will it have fizzled and gone out? Shortly before he wove this tale, Jesus cautioned the same 

audience, "But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved." (Mt 24:13) 

 

Therefore, stay awake," advises Jesus. None of us comes with a warranty attached, guaranteeing 

us a fixed number of years. Like the Boy Scouts, be prepared!  
© 2004, OCP. All rights reserved. 
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