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29 OT Year A Readings and Commentary 

Celebration Summary: By Dale J. Sieverding: The selection from Isaiah has 

the prophet emphasizing the oneness of the true God. There is no God 

beside Yahweh, neither in Israel or beyond. The only power behind Cyrus the 

King and behind Jacob is Yahweh, who “is the Lord” for there is no other. 

 

The selection from First Thessalonians is no doubt from the earliest authentic 

letter of St. Paul. After an extended greeting of peace and thanksgiving, Paul 

states for the community that the Gospel of Christ has come to them, not 

only in word, but in power and in the Holy Spirit. This very formal greeting 

situates the word of Paul in the context of the broader salvation history and 

grounds the preaching of the Gospel by Paul as powerful and bearing fruit in 

their midst. 

 

The selection from Matthew’s Gospel this Sunday turns from the parables to 

a second controversy, that of paying taxes. The Pharisees resented paying 

taxes, while the Herodians may have administered the system of taxation in 

Palestine. They sought to trap Jesus. If he agrees that taxes should be paid, 

he will lose the respect of the religious leaders (Pharisees), if he denies that 

taxes should be paid, he would be subject to arrest as a political 

revolutionary. Jesus moves the debate to another level by challenging his 

opponents to be as observant “in paying their debts to God as they are in 

paying their debts to the emperor.” His opponents’ hypocrisy is revealed as 

not really religious, and Jesus gains the moral high ground in eluding their 

trap.  
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First Reading Isaiah 45:1, 4-6           

 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

   Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, 
      whose right hand I grasp, 

   subduing nations before him, 

      and making kings run in his service, 
   opening doors before him 

      and leaving the gates unbarred: 
   For the sake of Jacob, my servant, 

      of Israel, my chosen one, 
   I have called you by your name, 
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      giving you a title, though you knew me not. 
   I am the LORD and there is no other, 

      there is no God besides me. 
   It is I who arm you, though you know me not, 

      so that toward the rising and the setting of the sun 
      people may know that there is none besides me. 

   I am the LORD, there is no other.  
The word of the Lord.  

  

Commentary Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 by John Paul Heil: Main Theme: The one 

and only God works through world rulers to save his people.  
The title "anointed" was usually reserved for the kings of Israel, who were 

consecrated as the royal agents of God by being anointed with oil. Quite 
surprisingly, in this reading from Isaiah God grants the title of "anointed" to 

a gentile ruler, Cyrus, the king of Persia (559-529 B.C.), who conquered 

Babylon, thus freeing the Jews from their long Babylonian captivity and 
exile, returning them to their native land of Israel and permitting them to 

rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. Although Cyrus was not aware of it, the 
one and only God of Israel was the one who ultimately enabled him to 

subdue the nations before him and to accomplish all that he accomplished.  
God thus worked through Cyrus for the sake of his chosen people of Israel. 

God used Cyrus not only to save his chosen people but to demonstrate to 
the whole world--"toward the rising and the setting of the sun"--that there is 

no God except the one and only God of Israel--"I am the Lord and there is 
no other." This reading thus calls us to a faith in the one and only God who 

is even now working through the world rulers of today, even though they are 
unaware of it, to bring his people to salvation.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10           

 

Give the Lord glory and honor. 
 

 
Sing to the LORD a new song; 

   sing to the LORD, all you lands. 
Tell his glory among the nations; 

   among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 
 

For great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
   awesome is he, beyond all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are things of nought, 
   but the LORD made the heavens. 
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Give to the LORD, you families of nations, 
   give to the LORD glory and praise; 

   give to the LORD the glory due his name! 
Bring gifts, and enter his courts. 

 
Worship the LORD, in holy attire. 

   Tremble before him, all the earth; 
say among the nations: The LORD is king, 

   he governs the peoples with equity. 
 

Commentary Psalm 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 by Virginia Smith: Psalm 96 
is one component of a set, Psalms 95-100, in which the God of Israel reigns 

supreme. All of them emphasize the kingship of God. Often, given the 
polytheistic nature of Israel’s surrounding cultures, the God of Israel's 

supremacy over all the gods is stressed. In a verse from Psalm 96 not used 

in today’s reading we hear, “For great is the Lord and highly to be praised; 
awesome is he, beyond all gods. For the gods of the nations are things of 

nought…” This is not to infer that the Israelites actually believed in these 
other deities although their history is rife with episodes of idolatry. 

Statements of this nature are simply designed to demonstrate whom the 
true and only God really is. 

 
This set of psalms was often used in Second Temple liturgies. The 

exhortation to “bring gifts and enter his courts” refers to the courts of the 
Temple. Obviously, it is a praise psalm which lends itself well to both private 

and communal prayer. 
 

Within its very limited cosmology, ancient Israel saw the power of God 
reflected chiefly in the creation of earth, human kind, the sun, moon, and 

stars. Modern technology allows us to see much further into the created 

universe and should lead us to marvel all the more. We praise God for a 
creation of such vast dimensions we can barely wrap our minds around it, 

and our forebears in the faith could never have dreamed of anything 
remotely like it. Is it possible, however, that we are today surrounded by so 

many marvels that we marvel at little or nothing? How often do we sing 
praise to God for the magnificence of creation? In that regard, today’s psalm 

is as timely for us as it was 2,500 years ago.  
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b           
 

A reading from the beginning of first Letter of Saint Paul to the 
Thessalonians 
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Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians 
   in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

   grace to you and peace. 
We give thanks to God always for all of you, 

   remembering you in our prayers, 
   unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love 

   and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   before our God and Father, 

   knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, 
   how you were chosen. 

For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, 
   but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction.  

The word of the Lord.  

  

Commentary 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b By Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: It is 

well known that Paul uses a typical Hellenistic letter form and modifies it to 
fit his own theological perspective. While Paul wrote this letter it is 

understood to reflect also the attitude of Silvanus and Timothy (1 Thess 
1:1). The letter is addressed to the church. This refers to the assembly of 

Christians, the people. For Paul every local congregation reflected the reality 
of the greater church. They were one and the same. The life of this church 

comes from its intimate connection to God and to the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
Paul's time the emperor was referred to as Lord. Paul's claim is that Jesus, 

not the emperor, is Lord. This is a strong political statement. Finally Paul 
extends the greeting of grace and then peace to the Thessalonians. For Paul 

peace flows from grace but grace must be the foundation. 
 

In Hellenistic culture thanks was never given to another person. To do so 
would be to conclude an agreement, pay off a debt, and thus end the 

relationship. Thanks was always given to God for another person (1 Thess 

1:2). The subject matter of Paul's thanksgiving is the Thessalonians' "work 
of faith," "labor of love," and "steadfastness of hope" (1 Thess 1:3). Here 

Paul means far more than just attitude, emotion, and optimism. This is 
about living the Christian life with full confidence in the power of action. This 

kind of action actually stems from the power of the Holy Spirit (1 Thess 1:4-
5). Both the proclaimers of the gospel and the hearers of that proclamation 

have been chosen by God. Christianity is not a career; it is a grace  
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Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:15d, 16a           
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Shine like lights in the world  
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as you hold on to the word of life.    
  

Gospel Matthew 22:15-21           
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
The Pharisees went off 

   and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech.  
They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, 

   "Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man 
   and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 

And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, 
   for you do not regard a person's status. 

Tell us, then, what is your opinion: 
   Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?"  

Knowing their malice, Jesus said, 

   "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?  
Show me the coin that pays the census tax."  

Then they handed him the Roman coin.  
He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?"  

They replied, "Caesar's." 
At that he said to them, 

   "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
   and to God what belongs to God."  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Commentary Matthew 22:15-21 by Virginia Smith: To Americans imbued 

with the principle of separation of church and state, Jesus’ verdict seems 
perfectly plausible. However, such a notion would have been entirely foreign 

to First Century Mediterranean culture where religion permeated every 
aspect of living, including the political. And there we have the most 

significant clue to understanding Jesus’ message. Like all the rest of us, he 
lived in a particular time and culture, and if we have no grasp of the values 

and customs of that society, we are almost bound to miss much of the 
meaning in the message. 

 
For instance, honor was of the highest importance in interpersonal relations. 

It would be typical to butter Jesus up before springing the trap. The person 
holding the Roman coin was undoubtedly a Herodian since a Pharisee would 
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consider the possession of such a coin idolatrous. The tax referred to was 
one of the most common, a head tax amounting to about a day’s pay, 

required of everyone between the ages of 12 and 65. The idea was to force 
Jesus to dishonor himself no matter how he replied. If he said it was not 

lawful to pay the tax, he would be in trouble with the political authorities. If 
he said it was lawful, he would anger the religious authorities. Jesus instead 

sidesteps the issue by requiring his Jewish audience to give Tiberius Caesar 
his due, but more importantly to put God first in any transaction, a standard 

that we can make use of in a time and place completely distinct from Jesus’ 
own. Jesus’ honor has been upheld as will ours be if our rule of thumb is 

always God first; whoever the current ‘Caesar’ is a distant second.  
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