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28 OT Readings and Commentary Year A 
 

Celebration Summary by Dale J. Sieverding: The first reading and Gospel 
today both describe images of a great feast. The passage from Isaiah is 

quite familiar as a favorite selection for the Order of Christian Funerals. The 
description of the banquet in succulent terms suggests a celebration after a 

victory. On Mt. Zion (presumably), all peoples are invited to this great feast 
and all people are encouraged to eat their fill. Most probably, the mouth 

watering description of the banquet reflects the “desire of an impoverished 
people for a bountiful meal.” Above and beyond the feast, though, it is 

stated that God will destroy death forever. The implication is that God will 
remove all threats that terrorize humanity including the ultimate one, death. 

 
The passage from Matthew’s Gospel speaks of the wedding feast as an 

image of life in the kingdom of God. The king and his son clearly represent 

God and Jesus. The first invitation that is refused points to the prophets. The 
second invitation (John the Baptist and Jesus) encounters indifference and 

hostility to the point of those servants being executed. A further piece of the 
parable tells of a man improperly dressed for the banquet who is thrown out 

by the host. The moral of the story is that an invitation to the kingdom must 
be accepted and acted upon so that when the banquet begins, one will be 

properly prepared to participate. The invitation has been offered to all kinds 
of people, but only a few of them have acted upon it in such a way to be 

allowed to participate in the banquet of the kingdom. Later Christian writers 
would see the image of a “proper garment” as a symbol of baptism. The 

selection from the Letter to the Philippians situates need and abundance in 
the life of the disciple…both states shall be known by those who follow Jesus.  
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First Reading Isaiah 25:6-10a           

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
   On this mountain the LORD of hosts 

      will provide for all peoples 
   a feast of rich food and choice wines, 

      juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. 
   On this mountain he will destroy 

      the veil that veils all peoples, 
   the web that is woven over all nations; 

      he will destroy death forever. 
   The Lord GOD will wipe away 

      the tears from every face; 
   the reproach of his people he will remove 
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      from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken. 
      On that day it will be said: 

   "Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 
      This is the LORD for whom we looked; 

      let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!" 
   For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain.  

The word of the Lord.  
 

Commentary Isaiah 25:6-10a by Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: Isaiah 24-27 
is referred to as the Isaianic Apocalypse. It dates to the 6th century B.C.E. 

and is closely related in tone to chapters 56-66. It reflects the general crisis 
experienced by Israel upon returning from exile. The present world seemed 

so evil that the prophets gave up on it and proclaimed that it was quickly 
coming to an end. It was to be replaced by a new glorious world populated 

only by the righteous. 

 
The present passage describes the grand celebration that God will host to 

inaugurate the advent of that new world. The celebration is depicted as a 
great banquet where rich and wonderful food and the finest of wines will be 

in abundance (Is 25:6). This kind of banquet imagery is used in the bible to 
paint a grand and glorious picture of salvation. The banquet will be held on a 

mountain. Here it is intended to symbolize the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 
It is also important to note that the banquet is for "all peoples." The only 

criteria for entrance will be righteousness. 
On this mountain God will be totally victorious over all threats of harm 

including even death itself (Is 25:7-8). This will be the day of salvation. It is 
what the people have been waiting for but could never attain in the present 

world (Is 25:9-10a). This passage was intended to inspire hope in the midst 
of serious crisis. That new world did not come as here described. The hope it 

inspired, however, did live on.  
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Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6           

 

I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 

 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

   In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 

   he refreshes my soul. 
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He guides me in right paths 

   for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 

   I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
with your rod and your staff 

   that give me courage. 
 

You spread the table before me 
   in the sight of my foes; 

You anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 

 
Only goodness and kindness follow me 

   all the days of my life; 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   for years to come. 

 

Commentary Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 by Deacon Owen Cummings: 

This has to be the most popular, best known and best loved psalm in the 
Psalter. It is especially meaningful during Lent. As we are making our way 

towards the Easter Vigil, the psalm recapitulates the present reality and the 
hope of the elect. In terms of the present, the Lord is indeed the Shepherd 

of the elect, close to them, guiding them through these last weeks of 
preparation for initiation. Lent can be a difficult time for the elect, as they 

prepare to enter the Church. Sometimes this leads to difficulties with 
families, perhaps even periods of concern and even of doubt. That is why we 

have the Scrutinies, the prayer that every impediment, every demonic 
difficulty, may be removed from the path of the elect. The psalm provides 

exquisite reassurance: “Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; 

for you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage.” 
God is there, side by side with the elect, and indeed with all of us, never 

absent. At the Easter Vigil, God’s comforting presence reaches its climax as 
he invites and incorporates into his own life. He leads the elect to the restful 

waters of baptism in which they will be refreshed and renewed. They will be 
anointed with oil, with chrism, deepening the image of the Christ-Son in the 

newly baptized. The table of the Eucharist will be spread before them so that 
their incorporation will be complete. Fed with Christ’s body the elect join us 

as Christ’s Body, as we all struggle to give witness as Christ’s Body.  
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Second Reading Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20           
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 

Brothers and sisters: 
I know how to live in humble circumstances; 

   I know also how to live with abundance. 
In every circumstance and in all things 

   I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, 
   of living in abundance and of being in need.  

I can do all things in him who strengthens me.  
Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. 

 
My God will fully supply whatever you need, 

   in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.  

The word of the Lord.  

  

Commentary Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 by Virginia Smith: Like our 

own, Paul’s correspondence differs both in tone and content depending on 
the recipient. Paul clearly has a special fondness for the Christian community 

at Philippi, the first church established on the European continent. We will 
not find the sometimes ponderous theological mood of his Letter to the 

Romans. Neither will the reproach and disappointment Paul exhibits in 
writing to the Galatians have any place here. A century later, Polycarp, the 

revered disciple of Ignatius of Antioch who, in his turn, is said to have been 
a disciple of John, the evangelist, records that the faith of the Philippians is 

known for its depth and still flourishing. Paul’s pride in this community was 
apparently well founded. 

 
Still, there are problems in the Philippian community just as there are in all 

communities, regardless of their fervent devotion. Dissension among 

members coupled with accusations from outsiders about ‘strange’ Christian 
practices trouble the community. In today’s reading, Paul does not minimize 

these difficulties but demonstrates from his own experience that Jesus’ 
followers must be prepared for anything, good times and bad times. He 

holds his current situation up as an example. He is in prison, and he so 
touchingly appreciates the support of his dear friends in Philippi. We 

sometimes think saints are not like the rest of us mere humans; they are 
not “people who need people”. Here we see Paul in vulnerable 

circumstances, reaching out to and thanking those who, metaphorically at 

least, are always at his shoulder.  
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Gospel Acclamation 
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cf. Ephesians 1:17-18          Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our hearts,  

so that we may know what is the hope  
that belongs to our call. 

 
  

Gospel  Matthew 22:1-14           
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people  

   in parables, saying,  
   "The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 

   who gave a wedding feast for his son.  

He dispatched his servants 
   to summon the invited guests to the feast, 

   but they refused to come. 
A second time he sent other servants, saying, 

   'Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my banquet, 
   my calves and fattened cattle are killed, 

   and everything is ready; come to the feast."' 
Some ignored the invitation and went away, 

   one to his farm, another to his business.  
The rest laid hold of his servants, 

   mistreated them, and killed them.  
The king was enraged and sent his troops, 

   destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  
Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, 

   but those who were invited were not worthy to come.  

Go out, therefore, into the main roads 
   and invite to the feast whomever you find.' 

The servants went out into the streets 
   and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, 

   and the hall was filled with guests.  
But when the king came in to meet the guests, 

   he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.  
The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it 

   that you came in here without a wedding garment?' 
But he was reduced to silence. 

Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, 
   and cast him into the darkness outside, 

   where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' 
Many are invited, but few are chosen."  
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The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Commentary Matthew 22:1-10 by Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: Matthew's 

parable of the wedding banquet is an allegory on the kingdom of heaven. That 

kingdom has already begun in the here and now but it will not reach its total 

fulfillment until the end of the present age. The king represents God and in 
Matthew's allegorical presentation the king's slaves are Christian missionaries 

who have been sent out to announce the good news of God's kingdom. 
Two times the king sends out an invitation to the people to come to this 

magnificent banquet which is already prepared and waiting. Two times the people 
refuse the invitation. They even kill the king's slaves. In anger the king retaliates 

by killing those who murdered his slaves and then he burns their city to the 
ground. For Matthew all this is in reference to the destruction of Jerusalem which 

actually happened in 70 C.E. A third time the king issues an invitation to the 
banquet but this time the call is extended all people good and bad alike. Finally 

the wedding hall is filled. 
 

Now comes what seems to be a very odd event. The king sees a man present at 
the banquet who does not have on a wedding robe. He confronts the man who 

was surprised and actually has him bound up and thrown out of the hall. What 

could that mean? It means that salvation is not automatic. Entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven demands change. The wedding robe symbolizes a new 

person, a new self-understanding, a new way of living. The old person must be 
left behind. Christian living demands fundamental change, a new robe for a new 

life.  
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