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27 Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

Celebration Summary :By Dale J. Sieverding 
In the Gospel today we hear the parable of the vineyard and its “wicked 

tenants” who beat up and killed the owner’s servants and son. The 
evangelist obviously uses images and language from Isaiah which is the first 

reading for today.  
 

Isaiah’s “song” of the vineyard offers a double allegory pointing to infidelity 
in the covenant. The speaker does not at first disclose his true subject but 

leads his listeners to pass judgment before they realize that they are 
condemning themselves. The fact that this is portrayed as a “love song” 

sung for a friend suggests that the friend’s vineyard is really his “wife”. With 
a hint of marital infidelity, the parable explicitly evokes the judgment on 

Israel and Judah which is a result of their infidelity to the covenant with God. 

There is more nuance to the allegory. One commentator writes, “The 
vineyard was very valuable property that contributed greatly to the life of 

luxury. It symbolized the wealth of the land. The parable suggests that this 
wealth has not produced a just society. The threat that the vineyard would 

be overgrown by thorns and briers was fulfilled rather literally after the 
Assyrian invasions.”  

 
The Gospel parable very clearly draws from Isaiah, yet changes the allegory. 

The “wicked tenants” are the people of Israel that did not listen to the words 
of the prophets (servants) and those sent by God. When the vineyard owner 

sends his only son (Jesus), they beat him and killed him. The conclusion of 
the Gospel story points the finger back at the scribes and Pharisees that 

rejected Jesus as the Son of God. The “stone rejected by the builders has 
become the cornerstone,” and so the kingdom of God would be taken away 

from the “professional religious” and given to a people (the world) that 

would produce much fruit. The parable and explanation throws light on the 
tension in the early Church between the universal salvation brought to the 

world in Jesus and the limited reach of Christ’s salvation that the early Judeo 
Christians believed.  

 
© 2008, OCP. All rights reserved. 

First Reading 

Isaiah 5:1-7           
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

   Let me now sing of my friend, 
      my friend's song concerning his vineyard. 

   My friend had a vineyard 
      on a fertile hillside; 

   he spaded it, cleared it of stones, 
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      and planted the choicest vines; 
   within it he built a watchtower, 

      and hewed out a wine press. 
   Then he looked for the crop of grapes, 

      but what it yielded was wild grapes. 
 

   Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
      judge between me and my vineyard: 

   What more was there to do for my vineyard 
      that I had not done? 

   Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, 
      did it bring forth wild grapes? 

   Now, I will let you know 
      what I mean to do with my vineyard: 

   take away its hedge, give it to grazing, 

      break through its wall, let it be trampled! 
   Yes, I will make it a ruin: 

      it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
      but overgrown with thorns and briers; 

   I will command the clouds 
      not to send rain upon it. 

   The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
      and the people of Judah are his cherished plant; 

   he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! 
      for justice, but hark, the outcry!  

The word of the Lord.  

  

Isaiah 5:1-7 Commentary By Deacon Owen Cummings: This is the prophet 
Isaiah's "Song of the Vineyard." The passage consists first of the song itself, 

and then of God's judgment in a parable drawn out from the song. The song 

describes, in terms of the planting and care for a vineyard, the love that God 
has for his people. The vineyard is carefully put together, the soil prepared, 

the vines planted. A watchtower has been built to safeguard the precious 
and much-loved property. In anticipation of an abundantly rich harvest, a 

winepress has been constructed. No greater attention could be given to this 
vineyard. Yet tragically, the care and love lavished is not returned. The 

vineyard, instead of producing sweet grapes for wine, brought forth sour 
grapes. The entire enterprise has been a waste. The "cherished plant" of the 

vineyard is God's chosen people, Israel and Judah. But the love God has 
spent on their cultivation results not in good deeds, mishpat, ("judgment" in 

our text), but in bloodshed, mispach, the very opposite of good deeds. God 
expected to find faithful response to his overture of love, tsedaqah ("justice" 

in our text), but instead he finds outcry at injustice, tse'aqa. A critical 
judgment is given against the people. Since they have utterly failed to keep 
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covenantal relationship among themselves, and so with God --- good deeds 
and faithful response, "judgment" and "justice" --- covenant curse will now 

be theirs. For us today, this is less God punishing as an external judge in the 
human situation as it is the fact that we unravel when we fail to live in loving 

covenantal communion. The punishment, if you will, proceeds from our own 
doing  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20           

(Is 5:7a) The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 

A vine from Egypt you transplanted; 
   you drove away the nations and planted it. 

It put forth its foliage to the Sea, 

   its shoots as far as the River. 
 

Why have you broken down its walls, 
   so that every passer-by plucks its fruit, 

the boar from the forest lays it waste, 
   and the beasts of the field feed upon it? 

 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, 

   look down from heaven, and see; 
take care of this vine, 

   and protect what your right hand has planted 
   the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 

 
Then we will no more withdraw from you; 

   give us new life, and we will call upon your name. 

O LORD, God of hosts, restore us; 
   if your face shine upon us, then we shall be saved. 

 

Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 

 
Commentary By John Paul Heil: Main Theme: Worship God as the ultimate 

king who governs all peoples of the world.  
This psalm serves as an apt response to today's first reading from Isaiah, 

which presents God as the one who works through the rulers of this world to 
save his people and thus to demonstrate to all peoples that the God of Israel 

is the one and only God so that there can be no other god worthy of our 
worship. Note the repeated progression toward and emphasis upon all 

peoples praising this God: "Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 
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you lands. Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his 
wondrous deeds." This universalist thrust continues as the psalm proclaims 

that the Lord God is "beyond all gods." Indeed, "all the gods of the nations 
are things of nought." These gods are merely man-made idols, but "the Lord 

made the heavens."  
The psalm goes on to invite us and "all the earth" to render full, fitting, and 

reverent worship to the Lord God of Israel by giving him the complete glory 
and praise due to his name as the ultimate king of all peoples and of all 

creation. We are to acknowledge that the one and only God of Israel is the 
ultimate king who sovereignly governs all things and all peoples of the world 

with equity.  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

Second Reading 
Philippians 4:6-9           

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 

Brothers and sisters: 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 

   by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
   make your requests known to God. 

Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 
   will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Finally, brothers and sisters, 

   whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
   whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

   whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
   if there is any excellence 

   and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
   think about these things. 

Keep on doing what you have learned and received 

   and heard and seen in me. 
Then the God of peace will be with you.  

The word of the Lord.  
 

 
Philippians 4:6-9 Commentary ByJohn Paul Heil: Main Theme: Think about 

the things that bring us God's peace. Paul exhorts the Philippians and us not 
to worry about anything whatsoever. Whenever we find ourselves troubled, 

we are to bring our problems to God--"by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God." Such prayer assures us 

that the "peace" of God that far surpasses our human capacity to understand 
it will guard the hearts and minds of those who are "in" Christ Jesus, that is, 

those who are intimately united with Christ Jesus through baptism into his 
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death and resurrection. For us "peace" is a often a negative concept, 
referring to the absence of war or conflict. But the biblical term "peace" 

(shalom in the Hebrew) is a much more positive and richer concept. It refers 
to one's overall well being, to being in harmony with God, with one's self, 

and with our fellow human beings.  
We can dispose ourselves to this gift of God's "peace" by the way that we 

think. Paul urges us to practice what we might call mental hygiene. We are 
to think good and positive thoughts--whatever is "true," "honorable," "just," 

"pure," "lovely," and "gracious." It is always easy to fill our minds with 
thoughts of judgment and condemnation regarding all that is wrong in the 

world. But if we are able to think positively about what is "worthy of praise," 
then the God of "peace" will be with us.  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 

Gospel Acclamation 
cf. John 15:16           

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord, 

to go and bear fruit that will remain. 
 

Gospel 
Matthew 21:33-43           

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 
   "Hear another parable. 

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
   put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower.  

Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey. 
When vintage time drew near, 

   he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.  

But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, 
   another they killed, and a third they stoned.  

Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, 
   but they treated them in the same way.  

Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking, 
   'They will respect my son.' 

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 
   'This is the heir. 

Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.' 
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  

What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" 
They answered him, 

   "He will put those wretched men to a wretched death 



 

 

P
ag

e6
 

   and lease his vineyard to other tenants 
   who will give him the produce at the proper times."  

Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures: 
   The stone that the builders rejected 

      has become the cornerstone; 
   by the Lord has this been done, 

      and it is wonderful in our eyes? 
Therefore, I say to you, 

   the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
   and given to a people that will produce its fruit."  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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Matthew 21:33-43 

 
Commentary By Deacon Owen Cummings: The gospel text relates to the 

first reading, Isaiah 5:1-7, Isaiah's "Song of the Vineyard." Matthew quotes 
the text, but goes on to make his own use of the song. From Isaiah it is 

clear that the people of Israel are God's vineyard. God, the owner of the 
vineyard sent prophets to his people, but the people abused the prophets by 

beating, stoning and finally killing them. Thinking that they would not kill his 
son, the vineyard owner sends him. However, the son is seized, "dragged 

outside the vineyard," and killed. As a result, the vineyard, now understood 
as the Kingdom of God, is to be given to others. The others are the Gentiles, 

"a people that will yield a rich harvest." The Gospel of St. Matthew, probably 
written in the mid 80s of the first century, reflects the strife occurring 

between the originating Jewish community and the followers of Jesus. Jesus' 

followers have been thrown out of the synagogue, separated from their 
families, alienated. Furthermore, by this time, not only has Jesus the "son" 

been killed "outside the vineyard," that is, outside the city of Jerusalem, the 
very center of Judaism, but James, leader of the Jerusalem church, has also 

been killed by stoning. The text looks to the Gentiles who will form the new 
people of God and the true Israel. As we look at the parable today, we 

recognize not only its historical situation, but also we are invited to see 
ourselves in the cast of characters: How do I respond to God's gifts? Do I 

hear God's message in the manifold ways in which it comes to me? Do I kill 
his Son today? What will God find in the vineyard that I am?  
© 2005, OCP. All rights reserved. 
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