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26 OT Year A Readings and Commentary  
 

Celebration Sunday by Dale J. Sieverding: In the Gospel parable of the 
two sons, the evangelist is contrasting the response of the pious and 

the impious to the preaching of Jesus. The two sons represent the two 
groups of faithful. The first son is representative of the “professionally 

religious” who know the law and the prophets and believe that by 
reciting the right words, they will be saved, even if not internally being 

changed. The second son is representative of undesirables that heard 
the preaching of the Gospel and were really changed. The words of 

Jesus tell us that “tax collectors and prostitutes” have come to the way 
of righteousness by true conversion of heart. Dichotomies such as 

these are instructive in presenting the Gospel message in clear terms 
understandable to the Church. 

 

The passage from Ezekiel sets up the dichotomy of the wicked and the 
truly converted that “preserves” his life because he has turned away 

from sin. The wicked is in danger of losing his life, while the changed 
person will be saved.  

 
The passage from Philippians includes the well known hymn about 

Jesus who humbled himself to being born in human likeness of a slave. 
The first part of the reading lists attributes that Paul articulates are 

important for the community to have if they are to follow the example 
of Jesus. The community is to be encouraging in love, sharing of spirit, 

compassion and mercy. The Christian should have consolation in 
Christ. If the community exhibits these characteristics they will be 

faithful to Christ and “complete Paul’s joy.”  
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First Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28           
 

By turning from wickedness, a wicked person shall preserve his life. 
 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

Thus says the LORD: 
You say, "The LORD's way is not fair!" 

Hear now, house of Israel: 
   Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are not your ways unfair? 

When someone virtuous turns away from virtue to commit iniquity, 
and dies, 
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   it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must die. 
But if he turns from the wickedness he has committed, 

   and does what is right and just, 
   he shall preserve his life; 

   since he has turned away from all the sins that he has committed, 
   he shall surely live, he shall not die.  

 
The word of the Lord  

 
Commentary: Ezekiel 18:25-28 by Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: For 

much of Israel's pre-exilic life she held tightly to the belief that sin was 
inherited, passed from generation to generation, and there was 

nothing anyone could do about it. This is captured in the popular 
proverb, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth 

are set on edge." There was no room for repentance or conversion. 

Everything was understood on the basis of Israel as a "corporate 
personality." Individual acts did not count for anything. Ezekiel, as well 

as Jeremiah, confront and challenge that notion. In this passage 
Ezekiel firmly supports individual retribution and the possibility that 

individuals can change and God will recognize those changes and 
render judgment accordingly. The significance of this new way of 

understanding divine retribution cannot be overstated. 
 

Israel has objected that Ezekiel's understanding of individual 
retribution renders the way of the Lord unfair (Ezek 18:25). Ezekiel 

argues the opposite position. In fact it Israel's understanding that is 
unfair. Individuals play a significant role in their own salvation. They 

are not passively acted on by God depending on how their ancestors 
before them acted. According to Ezekiel this works two ways. First, if a 

righteous person for some reason turns away from righteousness and 

embraces a life of iniquity, that person will be held personally 
responsible for his or her actions and judged accordingly (Ezek 18:26). 

Second, if a wicked person is able to turn away from wickedness and 
embrace righteousness, that person will also be held personally 

responsible and judged accordingly (Ezek 18:27-28). In the first case 
the person would be condemned and in the second case the person 

would be saved.  
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Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9           
 

http://www.liturgy.com/home/authors.php?authorID=17


 3 

(6a) Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

 
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 

   teach me your paths, 
guide me in your truth and teach me, 

   for you are God my savior. 
 

 
Remember that your compassion, O LORD, 

   and your love are from of old. 
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember not; 

   in your kindness remember me, 
   because of your goodness, O LORD. 

 

 
Good and upright is the LORD; 

   thus he shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice,  

   and teaches the humble his way. 

Commentary: Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 by Maribeth Howell, OP: It is 

interesting that the psalm selected to follow today’s reading from 
Genesis is most often identified as an individual lament. Then again, 

the verses that have been selected for the lectionary do not include 
those that we most often associate with a psalm of lament or 

complaint. What we find here are verses that are reminiscent of a 
psalm of trust/confidence, or even a wisdom psalm. The exception to 

this might be a portion of verse 1, that verse NOT used in the 
lectionary, but which both Marty Haugen and Michael Joncas have 

used in their well known versions of the psalm, To you, O Lord. 

 
Regardless of the portion of the psalm that is selected for use on this 

first Sunday of Lent, the text is a lovely prayer that speaks of one’s 
desire to know and follow the ways of God. It is a prayer that 

acknowledges that God is good and loving. It is a prayer that asks God 
both for mercy and for help. The psalmist knows that God is good and 

reliable. Clearly, the psalmist is dependent upon God for sustenance. 
 

Verse 10, which appears as the refrain in the New American Bible, 
would seem to place emphasis on the “ways of God,” ways that the 

psalmist trusts are reliable. Thus, whether the psalm be sung 
(according to the melody of either Haugen or Joncas), or if it is recited 

in the manner in which it has been presented in the lectionary, Psalm 
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25 invites us to reflect upon the mysterious and trustworthy ways of 
our God.  
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Second Reading (longer form): Philippians 2:1-11           

 
Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus. 

 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 

 
Brothers and sisters: 

If there is any encouragement in Christ, 
   any solace in love, 

   any participation in the Spirit, 
   any compassion and mercy, 

   complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, 

   united in heart, thinking one thing. 
Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; 

   rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, 
   each looking out not for his own interests, 

   but also for those of others. 
 

Have in you the same attitude 
   that is also in Christ Jesus, 

      Who, though he was in the form of God, 
       did not regard equality with God 

       something to be grasped. 
      Rather, he emptied himself, 

       taking the form of a slave, 
       coming in human likeness; 

       and found human in appearance, 

       he humbled himself, 
       becoming obedient to the point of death, 

       even death on a cross. 
      Because of this, God greatly exalted him 

       and bestowed on him the name 
       which is above every name, 

       that at the name of Jesus 
       every knee should bend, 

       of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
       and every tongue confess that 

       Jesus Christ is Lord, 
       to the glory of God the Father.  
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The word of the Lord  

  

Commentary: Philippians 2:1-11 by Deacon Owen Cummings: The 
early Church had its hymns and songs, it would seem from the 

beginning, and it is widely thought that this passage in the Letter to 
the Philippians was in origin a hymn, sung perhaps at the Eucharist. 

Whatever its origins, the hymn clearly affirms Christ's divinity and 
humanity. In terms of his divinity, Christ was "in the form of God... 

(enjoyed) equality with God..." In terms of his humanity, "he emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of men." 

So clearly as these two convictions about the Lord held here that the 
Lutheran New Testament scholar, Martin Hengel, believes that "more 

happened in this period of less than two decades (of the 40s and 50s) 
than in the whole of the next seven centuries." The basic scheme of 

belief about Christ in the Council of Chalcedon (451AD) was already 

being sung liturgically in the 40s or 50s of the first century. Hymns 

sing belief. 

 
The introduction to the hymn ties this belief, orthodoxy, to right 

conduct and practice in the Church orthopraxy. The Church is to 
possess "the one love, united in spirit and ideals." There is to be no 

rivalry and no conceit among Christians. They, because they are 
Christ's Body and share Christ's Spirit, are to perform in respect of one 

another, the same kind of self-emptying that Christ performed on 

behalf of us all.  
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Gospel Acclamation John 10:27  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; 

I know them, and they follow me. 
  

  

Gospel Matthew 21:28-32   

 
He changed his mind and went. Tax collectors and prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of heaven before you. 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
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Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: 
"What is your opinion? 

A man had two sons. 
He came to the first and said, 

   'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' 
He said in reply, 'I will not,' 

   but afterwards changed his mind and went. 
The man came to the other son and gave the same order. 

He said in reply, 'Yes, sir,' but did not go. 
Which of the two did his father's will?" 

They answered, "The first." 
Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, 

   tax collectors and prostitutes 
   are entering the kingdom of God before you. 

When John came to you in the way of righteousness, 

   you did not believe him; 
   but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 

Yet even when you saw that, 
   you did not later change your minds and believe him."  

 
The Gospel of the Lord 
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Commentary: Matthew 21:28-32 by Virginia Smith: With this 

parable, Jesus poses some tricky and thoughtful ethical issues. Is one 
son right because he agreed to obey, or is the other son right because 

he actually did obey? Is one son wrong because he never followed 

through on his word, or is the other son right because he actually did 
the work? Good parables always have a twist and frequently have 

more than one interpretation. At the very least, they are intended to 
be a dash of ice water to wake us up in areas where we may have 

become complacent.  
 

Jesus is a master of the art of weaving tales as parables, and although 
today’s example may not be as familiar as the Good Samaritan or the 

Prodigal Son, it is nonetheless a prime illustration. The question is not 
so much who obeyed and who didn’t, but why. Additionally, why was 

the father’s [God’s] request made in the first place? Is the father on a 
power trip to see if he can manipulate his sons, or is his request 

legitimate, realizing it is the responsibility of the entire family 
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[Christian community] to share in work which must be done? Does the 
first son [us] immediately agree just to look good in his father’s 

[God’s] eyes? Does he habitually try to impress people but is really 
rather shallow? Does he think that his repudiation of his promise really 

doesn’t hurt anybody else? Sin, we learn, is always communal which is 
why we have a sacrament of reconciliation. Does the second son 

hesitate simply because he wants clarification of the request? Does he 
mutter under his breath the whole time he’s working? Maybe, but he’s 

working. Perhaps it’s time to rethink what God requires of us. It might 
just be that ultimately it’s for our own good.  
 
© 2008, OCP. All rights reserved. 

 

 


