
25 OT Year A Readings and Commentary: 
 

Summary by Dale J. Sieverding: The Gospel of this Sunday tells the 
familiar and troubling story of a vineyard owner who hires men to 

work in his field, at all hours of the day. He promises the first the 
“usual daily wage”. The others hired later in the day are promised, 

“whatever is just”. At day’s end, the last workers hired are paid a full 
day’s wage, those hired throughout the day and those hired early in 

the morning are paid the same, which some find “unjust”. This parable 
situated in Matthew’s Gospel between the sayings about the first 

(19:30) and the last (20:16) sends a message to the community about 
the importance of being faithful workers in the Lord’s vineyard whether 

they heard the message of the Gospel first, or only lately in the life of 
the early church. It is God’s justice that is the object of this parable 

and explains why Jesus preached the kingdom of God to the people of 

Israel and the “lost sheep” of the house of Israel. 
 

The first reading, seen in relief against the Gospel of today, uses 
Isaiah to emphasize that God’s ways are not our ways. God’s ways are 

beyond human comprehension, and especially God’s justice has been 
difficult for the human mind to grasp. The promise to Israel and to the 

Church is the same, “Seek the Lord and he may be found;” enter into 
the kingdom of God and receive the reward of working in the Lord’s 

field. The selection from the Letter to the Philippians articulates the 
significance of Paul’s continued preaching for the Christian community, 

that is, his preaching is for the benefit of the community. Concluding is 
an admonition to the Philippians to live lives worthy of the Gospel.  
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First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9           

 
My thoughts are not your thoughts. 

 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 
   Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

      call him while he is near. 
   Let the scoundrel forsake his way, 

      and the wicked his thoughts; 
   let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 

      to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
   For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
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      nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
   As high as the heavens are above the earth, 

      so high are my ways above your ways 
      and my thoughts above your thoughts. 

  
The word of the Lord 

  

Commentary: Isaiah 55:6-9 by John Paul Heil: Main Theme: The 

generosity of God's forgiveness exceeds our human way of thinking.  

 

This reading from Isaiah exhorts us to turn away from our merely 
human and often sinful ways of thinking in order to take advantage of 

God's closeness to us "while he may be found" and "while he is near." 
We are invited to abandon our human ways of thinking, which often 

place us with the "scoundrel" and the "wicked," and turn to God in 
order to experience the greatness of his generosity in forgiving us for 

our human weaknesses, a generosity which vastly exceeds our human 
ways of thinking and anything that we as humans might be able to 

think or imagine. Indeed, as God himself proclaims, "My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways." God's merciful way of 

thinking is so much loftier than our merely human way of thinking--"as 

high as the heavens are above the earth."  

 
According to our human, earthly way of thinking we should pay back 

and get even with those who offend or harm us, those who sin against 
us. On the human level we should deal with transgressors in accord 

with the strictest demands of justice. That is not the way God thinks. 

God offers us a humanly unthinkable and unimaginable generosity in 
mercifully forgiving all of us--even the worst "scoundrel" and "wicked" 

person among us.  
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Responsorial Psalm 

 
Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18           

 
(18a) The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 

 
 

Every day will I bless you, 
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   and I will praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 

   his greatness is unsearchable. 
 

 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

   slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 

   and compassionate toward all his works. 
 

 
The LORD is just in all his ways 

   and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 

   to all who call upon him in truth. 

 

 

  

Commentary: Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 by Deacon Owen 

Cummings: This psalm is known as an acrostic or alphabetic psalm, 
because each line begins with a different and sequential letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet, from aleph through taw, from "a" through "z" in 
English. The purpose of this is to make it easy to learn by heart, so 

that the psalmist's message may be written into one's heart, as it 
were. 

 
The refrain in this responsorial psalm, "The Lord is near to all who call 

him," is surely foundational for every human person, let alone 
Christians. God could not be at a distance from his creatures for God is 

the very ground of existence, the within of everyone and everything. 

And this God is a God who is loving, compassionate and kind. 
The first strophe emphasizes the psalmist's commitment to 

acknowledging God's nearness, God's greatness, every day. The 
second strophe underscores God's constant kindness. The third 

strophe reiterates these convictions, but in an English that may be 
somewhat opaque. "The Lord is just" in English may conjure up God as 

a judge, meting out justice in his court. The Hebrew word, however, is 
tsadiq, having to do with God's tsedaqah, God's "faithfulness." God 

stays stably with his creation in loving-kindness. That's the essence of 
what the psalmist is saying, what he is inviting us to learn by heart. 
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Second Reading Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a           
 

For me to live is Christ. 
 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.  

For to me life is Christ, and death is gain.  
If I go on living in the flesh, 

   that means fruitful labor for me.  
And I do not know which I shall choose.  

I am caught between the two.  
I long to depart this life and be with Christ, 

   for that is far better.  

Yet that I remain in the flesh 
   is more necessary for your benefit. 

 
Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ.  

 

The word of the Lord 

Commentary: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a by Virginia Smith: Our 
long exposure to Paul’s Letter to the Romans in this liturgical cycle can 

lead us to believe that its tone is typical of all Pauline writings. Now, 
however, we are reading his Letter to the Philippians, written a year or 

two earlier, and may notice a much more personal quality to Paul’s 
words. That is quite probably due to Paul’s patent fondness for the 

community at Philippi. These are his friends, and he is comfortable 
sharing with them his concerns in a way he couldn’t with the Romans 

whom he had yet to meet. 

 
Paul writes from prison. Although the locale is unclear, Ephesus 

perhaps, the sentiments are universal for a person faced with the 
possible imminence of death. As Christians, we will all come to that 

point in our lives sometime and can only hope our sentiments will be 
as noble as Paul’s. For Paul, “…death is gain…”. How many of us can 

honestly say that? It’s surprising how seldom one hears anyone speak 
of their eagerness to see God, of a sense of exile here, of a feeling of 

homesickness for our eternal home. Paul apparently feels all of that 
acutely. 

 
On the other hand, if he were to remain on earth, he sees so much 

more he could do to serve the God he loves deeply. Elsewhere, in a 
portion of Romans not read this year, he puts it another way, “None of 
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us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live 
for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord. So then, whether we 

live or die, we are the Lord’s.” It leaves us wondering what we live and 
die for; more importantly, who we live and die for.  
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Gospel Acclamation cf. Acts 16:14b          Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 

to listen to the words of your Son. 
 

Gospel Matthew 20:1-16a           
 

Are you envious because I am generous? 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
   who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  

After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, 
   he sent them into his vineyard.  

Going out about nine o'clock, 
   the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

   and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard, 
   and I will give you what is just.' 

So they went off.  
And he went out again around noon, 

   and around three o'clock, and did likewise.  

Going out about five o'clock, 
   the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, 

   'Why do you stand here idle all day?' 
They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.' 

He said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard.' 
When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 

   'Summon the laborers and give them their pay, 
   beginning with the last and ending with the first.' 

When those who had started about five o'clock came, 
   each received the usual daily wage.  

So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, 
   but each of them also got the usual wage.  

And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
   'These last ones worked only one hour, 



   and you have made them equal to us, 
   who bore the day's burden and the heat.' 

He said to one of them in reply, 
   'My friend, I am not cheating you.  

Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  
Take what is yours and go.  

What if I wish to give this last one the same as you?  
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money?  

Are you envious because I am generous?' 
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last."  

 
The Gospel of the Lord  
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Commentary: Matthew 20:1-16a by Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB: This 
parable is known as "The Laborers in the Vineyard." It is very 

challenging to the interpreter because it appears to be saying that God 
is not just. Workers who labor in the vineyard all day get exactly the 

same pay as those who came late and labored only a few hours. To 
add insult to injury, those who came to work last get paid first. The 

material surrounding this parable show Jesus' disciples asking about 
the rewards of discipleship and then jockeying for places of honor. The 

parable itself functions to offset that misguided attitude. 
 

On one level the parable teaches that God is not fair, at least not by 
human standards. Humans firmly believe that some people are more 

deserving than others. God, on the other hand, loves all humans 

indiscriminately. This parable reads differently depending into which 
group the reader locates himself or herself. Most readers see 

themselves as those who have worked the longest, deserve to be paid 
the most, and warrant being paid first. However, God doesn't seem so 

bad to the reader who worked only a few hours, deserves to get paid 
the least, and warrants being paid last. 

The point of the parable is that God is not fair. But God is radically 
generous and that offends many humans. God seems to enjoy turning 

upside down the systems we have created to show why God should 
love some people more than others. A further point this parable makes 

is that whatever God has given us is not because of who we are but 
because of who God is.  
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