
 
 

Resources for Racial Justice 

 
“In the last decades, characterized by the phenomenon of globalization and marked by the 
worrying resurgence of aggressive nationalism, ethnic violence and widespread phenomena of 
racial discrimination, human dignity has often been seriously threatened. Every upright conscience 
cannot but decisively condemn any racism, no matter in what heart or place it is found. 
Unfortunately it emerges in ever new and unexpected ways, offending and degrading the human 
family.  
 

‘Racism is a sin that constitutes a 
serious offense against God.’ 

 
...There is need for a vast work of education to the 
values that exalt the dignity of the human person and 
safeguard his fundamental rights. The Church intends 
to continue her efforts in this area, and asks all 
believers to make their own responsible contribution 
of conversion of heart, sensitization and formation.” 

 

- Pope John Paul II, ​Angelus, August 2001 
 
 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/angelus/2001/documents/hf_jp-ii_ang_20010826.html
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https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/assumptions-white-privilege-and-what-we-can-do-about-it
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/artsci/africana/facstaff/biodetail.html?mail=shannen.williams@villanova.edu&xsl=bio_long
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Racism is a Sin 
“Racism is a sin: a sin that divides the human family, blots out the image of God among specific 
members of that family, and violates the fundamental human dignity of those called to be children 
of the same Father. Racism is the sin that says some human beings are inherently superior and 
others essentially inferior because of races. It is the sin that makes racial characteristics the 
determining factor for the exercise of human rights. It mocks the words of Jesus: "Treat others the 
way you would have them treat you." Indeed, racism is more than a disregard for the words of 
Jesus; it is a denial of the truth of the dignity of each human being revealed by the mystery of the 
Incarnation.” 
 
“Racism is not merely one sin among many; it is a radical evil that divides the human family and 
denies the new creation of a redeemed world. To struggle against it demands an equally radical 
transformation, in our own minds and hearts as well as in the structure of our society.” 
 
“The structures of our society are subtly racist, for these structures reflect the values which society 
upholds. They are geared to the success of the majority and the failure of the minority. Members of 
both groups give unwitting approval by accepting things as they are. Perhaps no single individual 
is to blame. The sinfulness is often anonymous but nonetheless real. The sin is social in nature in 
that each of us, in varying degrees, is responsible. All of us in some measure are accomplices.” 
 

- The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Pastoral Letter on Racism, 1979 
Read the full text here 
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Watch her full address 
by ​clicking here 
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http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/brothers-and-sisters-to-us.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2S0tD6qFIA&t=18s
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Pope Francis on the Death of George Floyd and the Sin of Racism 
 

,ŶſŶƃŲŽ &ƆŵźŶſŴŶ %͍+ƆŽŽ 9ŶƉƅ%͎ ̪ /ƆſŶ ·̥ Ά΄Ά΄йй
й
Dear brothers and sisters of the United States, I am following with great concern the painful social 
unrest that has been taking place in your country these days, following the tragic death of Mr. 
George Floyd. 
 
Dear friends, we cannot tolerate or close our eyes on 
any type of racism or exclusion and pretend to defend 
the sacredness of every human life. At the same time, 
we must recognize that “the violence of the last few 
nights is self-destructive and self-injurious. Nothing 
is gained through violence and so much is lost.” 
 
Today I join the Church of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis, and of all the United States, in praying 
for the rest of the soul of George Floyd and all the 
others who have lost their lives because of the sin of 
racism. Let us pray for the comfort of families and 
heartfelt friends, and pray for national reconciliation 
and the peace we yearn for. Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Mother of America, intercede for all those who work 
for peace and justice in your land and in the world. 
God bless all of you and your families. 
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http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200603_udienza-generale.html
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Vatican official: Racism is 'spiritual' virus that must be wiped out 
By Junno Arocho Esteves -​ ​Catholic News Service 
June 1, 2020 

 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Much like the coronavirus pandemic, racism is a "spiritual" virus that 
has spread throughout the world and must be eradicated, said Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, 
president of the Pontifical Academy for Life. 
 
"I would compare (racism) to COVID-19, but it is a virus of the spirit, a cultural virus that, if not 
isolated, spreads quickly," Archbishop Paglia told Catholic News Service June 1. 

 
The Italian archbishop commented on the May 25 death of George Floyd while in police custody in 
Minneapolis and the subsequent protests throughout the United States. 
Floyd, 46, was arrested by police on suspicion of forgery. Once he was handcuffed, a white officer 
pinned him down on the street, putting his knee on Floyd's neck for eight minutes. A now widely 
circulated video shows Floyd repeatedly saying, "I can't breathe." He appears to lose consciousness 
or die and was later declared dead at the hospital. 
 
Archbishop Paglia told CNS that just as people were called to self-isolate in order to care for one 
another, racism can only be defeated by people caring for each other. 
 
"Today we must start a revolution of brotherhood. We are all brothers and sisters. Brotherhood is a 
promise that is lacking in modern times," he said. "In my opinion, the true strength that supports 
us in our weakness is brotherhood and solidarity. And just as it defeats the coronavirus, it also 
defeats racism." 
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https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/vatican-official-racism-is-spiritual-virus-that-must-be-wiped-out.cfm


 
 
The fight against racism, he added, is done "not with violence but in the style of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.: with words, with culture, with faith, with humanism. It is fought the same way we fight 
against the coronavirus." 
 
"It's not enough to remain silent," the Italian archbishop said. "To prevent the virus of racism from 
multiplying, those (who oppose racism) must also multiply." He said the United States has had a 
vocation of helping others, not just themselves, but "I believe they have lost" that vocation.  
 
Archbishop Paglia said he believed Pope Francis should consider writing a document that 
addresses the subject of racism, a problem "all over the world." However, he also noted that the 
pope's 2019 letter marking the 25th anniversary of the Pontifical Academy for Life reflects on many 
of the same divisions that exist in the world today. In the letter, titled "The Human Community," 
the pope said the sense of fraternity between people and nations has been weakened by the erosion 
of mutual trust and "remains the unkept promise of modernity." 
 
"Mutual distrust between individuals and peoples is being fed by an inordinate pursuit of 
self-interest and intense competition that can even turn violent. The gap between concern with 
one's own well-being and the prosperity of the larger human family seems to be stretching to the 
point of complete division," the pope wrote. 
 
Archbishop Paglia told CNS that brotherhood among peoples can only be possible "if the 
discussion passes to the fact that we are one family of 7 billion people." 
 
"It's not that I can say to my brother, 'I don't care about you' because he's the ninth brother and I 
only like the first five siblings," he said. Nevertheless, "I am convinced that there is a great mission 
for American Catholicism" in the country. 
 
 

 
Click here​ to follow Pope Francis on Twitter 
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https://twitter.com/Pontifex


http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/study-guide-open-hearts-2019-09.pdf
http://usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/

